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Abstract

This research aimed 1) to study the needs of the people in water management for
agriculture with community participation in Sompoi Sub-district and 2) to identify approach
for water management for agriculture with commmunity participation in Sompoi Sub-district,
Chatturat District. The researcher used both quantitative and qualitative research methods.
The population was the residents living in Sompoi Sub-district. For the quantitative research,
questionnaires were used as the research instrument with a sample of 378 households. The
data were analyzed using percentage, mean, and standard deviation statistics. For the
qualitative research, the instruments used were interviews and focus group discussions with
51 informants in the community, consisting of village leaders or village committees, local
experts or scholars, water user group chairmen, and water user networks, and analyzed using
content analysis.

The research findings revealed that: The needs of the people in water management
for agriculture with community participation in Sompoi Sub-district, were overall at a high level
in all aspects, namely 1) planning (M = 4.33) receiving information and making suggestions
extensively 2) operation (M = 3.99) participating in construction and repair activities 3)
coordination (M = 4.03) contacting agencies and communicating within the community 4)
benefit realization (M = 4.11) increasing productivity and improving quality of life and 5)
monitoring and evaluation (M = 3.89) having an opportunity to monitor and make suggestions
but still needing development.

The approach water management guidelines include 1) Budget proposal for maintenance
(proposing potential projects) 2) Committee operations and member meetings 3) Preparation of
operational plans for each pumping station (Pumping station caretaker/making agreements -
knowing the problems/reporting problems in a timely manner) 4) Increasing water storage

potential 5) Participation of network partners.

Keywords: water management, participation, water management for agriculture
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