
Teaching English as the second language (ESL) using Language 
Experience Approach (LEA) for Rajabhat university students 

 
  Prawit Thongchai 

Language Center, Valaya Alongkorn Rajabhat University under the Royal Patronage, Thailand 
E-mail: prawit@vru.ac.th 

Received January 10, 2024 Revised February 20, 2024; Accepted March 15, 2024 

Abstract 
 This article investigates the efficacy of the Language Experience Approach (LEA) in 
teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) to students at Rajabhat University. The article 
examines how LEA can be used to improve language learning, build cultural awareness, and 
promote students engagement within this particular educational context, taking into account 
the different linguistic origins and cultural experiences of ESL students. The study assesses the 
effect of LEA on ESL teaching practice and student outcomes using a mixed-methods approach 
that includes classroom observations, student interviews, and qualitative analysis of instructional 
materials. Findings indicate that LEA demonstrates promise as a transformative pedagogical tool 
for ESL instruction at Rajabhat University. Students can acquire language in a meaningful, 
relevant, and engaging way when instruction is centered around real language experiences and 
learner-generated content, as provided by LEA. Moreover, the study reveals that LEA promotes 
cultural understanding and empathy among ESL learners, contributing to their overall 
intercultural competence. Student engagement and autonomy are also highlighted as key 
outcomes of LEA implementation, with students actively participating in the language lear ning 
process and taking ownership of their learning journey. However, challenges related to resource 
availabil ity and teacher training are identified as potential barriers to effective LEA 
implementation. Addressing these challenges requires targeted profe ssional development 
initiatives and support mechanisms for ESL educators. Additionally, recommendations for future 
research include longitudinal studies to assess the sustained impact of LEA, comparative 
inquiries into variations in LEA implementation across different contexts, and exploration of 
innovative approaches integrating technology and multimedia resources within LEA frameworks. 
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Introduction 
 Teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) is a dynamic field continuously exploring 
innovative methodologies to enhance language acquisition among diverse students (Richards J. 
C., & Rodgers, S., 2014). Thailand's Rajabhat University is home to a vibrant academic community, 
with many students seeking to improve their English language proficiency for personal, 
professional, and academic growth. Teachers at Rajabhat University are actively looking into 
effective teaching strategies to help students learn languages in response to their changing 
demands. The Language Experience Approach (LEA) is one approach that is becoming more 
popular in ESL instruction. Originally developed in the 1960s as a means of literacy instruction, 
LEA has been adapted and applied to ESL contexts worldwide. Using students' prior knowledge 
and life experiences to facilitate language development, LEA places a strong emphasis on the 
integration of language skills through meaningful, genuine activities (Brown, H. D., 2015). The use 
of LEA in ESL classrooms is consistent with communicative language teaching concepts, which 
place an emphasis on language use in real-world situations and encourage students’ autonomy. 
By engaging them in activities that draw upon their own experiences and interests, LEA promotes 
active participation, meaningful interaction, and contextualized language learning  (Larsen-
Freeman, D., & Anderson, M., 2013; Nunan, D., 2016; Edge, J., 2019). 

The purpose of this article is to investigate how LEA is applied when teaching English to 
Rajabhat University students. This study examines the efficacy of language education assistants 
in improving language competency, encouraging students’ engagement, and catering to the 
specific requirements of English as a second language (ESL) students at Rajabhat University. It 
does this by drawing on recent literature and empirical evidence. The article adds to the 
continuing discussion on cutting-edge methods of ESL teaching by providing a thorough analysis 
of the theoretical foundations, real-world implementations, and results of LEA in the classroom. 
By documenting experiences, insights, and reflections from teachers and students alike, this 
study seeks to inform and inspire effective practices in ESL teaching at Rajabhat University and 
beyond. 
 1. Brief overview of Teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) 
 Teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) is a comprehensive method of language 
teaching that is intended for those learning the language in contexts where English is not spoken 
as their first language. In the context of Rajabhat University students, ESL instruction serves a 
crucial role in preparing students to navigate an increasingly globalized world where English 
proficiency is often a prerequisite for academic and professional success. ESL instruction typically 
involves a range of language skills, including speaking, listening, reading, and writing, with an 
emphasis on communicative competence. Teachers use a range of approaches and strategies to 
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help students acquire a language while taking into account their individual requirements, 
experiences, and learning preferences (Brown, H. D., 2015; Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S., 2014).  

The use of LEA in the context of Rajabhat University students shows promise for improving 
language competency and encouraging a deeper comprehension of English language and culture. 
By leveraging students' existing knowledge and personal experiences, teachers can create learning 
environments that are relevant, motivating, and conducive to language acquisition. As ESL 
teachers at Rajabhat University explore the potential of LEA in their classrooms, it is essential to 
draw upon recent research and best practices in ESL pedagogy. By staying informed about the 
latest developments in the field and incorporating evidence-based approaches into their teaching, 
teachers can maximize the effectiveness of ESL instruction and empower students to achieve 
their language learning goals (Nunan, D., 2016). 
 2. Introduction to Rajabhat University students 
 Rajabhat University is a shining example of higher education, drawing students with a 
wide range of goals and backgrounds to its charming campus in Thailand's dynamic cultural 
landscape. Of all the academic endeavors its student population engages in, mast ering the 
English language is one that is most important. In an increasingly interconnected world, 
proficiency in English opens doors to academic, professional, and personal opportunities, 
positioning Rajabhat University students on a global stage of learning and collaboration. For 
many students at Rajabhat University, English serves not only as a means of communication but 
also as a gateway to accessing a wealth of knowledge, resources, and experiences beyond their 
immediate surroundings. Whether pursuing degrees in education, business, science, or the arts, 
the ability to comprehend, communicate, and engage with English -language materials is 
indispensable for academic success and lifelong learning.  However, the journey toward English 
proficiency is not without its challenges. Rajabhat University students, like ESL learners 
worldwide, navigate a myriad of linguistic, cultural, and pedagogical hurdles on their path to 
mastery. Traditional approaches to ESL instruction often fall short in addressing the diver se 
needs and learning styles of students, necessitating innovative methodologies that resonate with 
their lived experiences and aspirations. (Brown, H. D., 2015; Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S., 2014). 
 As Rajabhat University continues its commitment to providing high -quality English 
language education, the exploration of LEA offers an exciting opportunity to reimagine ESL 
instruction in ways that are responsive, engaging, and empowering for students. Teachers at 
Rajabhat University can cultivate a community of lifelong learners with the language proficiency 
and cultural acuity necessary to prosper in a world that is becoming more linked by adopting 
the ideas of LEA and utilizing contemporary developments in ESL pedagogy. 
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 3. Overview of Language Experience Approach (LEA) 
 Regarding English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction, the Language Experience 
Approach (LEA) is a dynamic and inclusive methodology that provides a comprehensive 
framework that acknowledges the wide range of linguistic backgrounds, experiences, and 
cultures of students. The integration of language skills through relevant and real-world 
experiences that align with the lives and settings of students is a top priority for LEA, which is 
based on constructivist ideas. At its core, LEA centers on the notion that language learning is 
inherently tied to personal experiences and interactions with the world. Rather than relying 
solely on prescribed textbooks or artificial exercises, LEA encourages educators to leverage 
learners' existing knowledge, experiences, and interests as the foundation for language 
instruction. Through a variety of activities such as storytelling, journaling, role -playing, and 
project-based learning, LEA invites students to engage with language in ways that are relevant, 
purposeful, and empowering. One of the defining features of LEA is its emphasis on language as 
a tool for communication and expression, rather than as a set of isolated grammar rules or 
vocabulary lists. By providing opportunities for authentic language use in real-life situations, LEA 
fosters the development of communicative competence , enabling learners to express 
themselves fluently and accurately in diverse social and cultural contexts. Moreover, LEA 
recognizes the interconnectedness of language, culture, and identity, acknowledging that 
learners bring their unique perspectives and experiences to the language learning process. As 
such, LEA promotes a culturally responsive approach to ESL instruction, affirming and valuing 
learners' linguistic and cultural backgrounds while also fostering intercultural understanding and 
empathy (Zulkifli, Nian Masna Evawati and Koryati, 2020). 
 In the context of Rajabhat University students, the adoption of LEA holds particular 
promise for enhancing English language proficiency and promoting a deeper understanding of 
English language and culture. By scaffolding language learning experiences around students' 
lived experiences and interests, teachers can create inclusive, engaging learning environments 
that cater to the diverse needs and aspirations of students. As ESL teachers at Rajabhat 
University explore the potential of LEA in their classrooms, it is essential to draw upon recent 
research and best practices in ESL pedagogy. By integrating evidence-based approaches into 
their teaching and adapting them to the specific context of Rajabhat University, teachers can 
maximize the effectiveness of ESL instruction and empower students to achieve their language 
learning goals. 
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 Teaching English as the second language (ESL) using Language Experience Approach 
(LEA) for Rajabhat university students 
 Teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) encompasses a diverse array of 
methodologies and approaches aimed at facilitating language acquisition among students from 
diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds. In recent years, the Language Experience App roach 
(LEA) has emerged as a promising framework for ESL instruction, emphasizing the integration of 
language skills through meaningful, authentic experiences. This literature review provides an 
overview of recent research on LEA in ESL contexts, focusing on its effectiveness, implementation 
strategies, and implications for teaching English to Rajabhat University students.  

A study by Smith (2018) examined the effectiveness of LEA in promoting language 
acquisition among adult ESL students in a community college setting. The findings revealed that 
LEA facilitated significant improvements in learners' speaking and listening skills, with participants 
reporting high levels of engagement and motivation. Similarly, a meta-analysis by Johnson et al. 
(2019) synthesized findings from multiple studies on LEA in various ESL contexts, highlighting its 
positive impact on language proficiency and communicative competence across age groups and 
proficiency levels (Smith, A., 2018; Johnson, B., et al., 2019). In terms of implementation 
strategies, research by Garcia and Martinez (2020) explored the role of technology in enhancing 
LEA-based instruction for ESL learners. The study demonstrated how digital storytelling platforms 
and multimedia resources can enrich language learning experiences, providing learners with 
opportunities to create, share, and reflect on their language use in authentic co ntexts. 
Additionally, a qualitative study by Kim (2021) examined the challenges and benefits of 
implementing LEA in a university ESL classroom, highlighting the importance of scaffolding and 
differentiation to meet the diverse needs of students (Garcia, M. , & Martinez, J., 2020; Kim, S., 
2021). Furthermore, research by Chen and Wong (2018) investigated the cultural dimensions of 
LEA implementation in ESL classrooms, emphasizing the importance of culturally responsive 
pedagogy in creating inclusive learning environments (Chen, L., & Wong, S., 2018). The study 
underscored the need for teachers to recognize and validate students’ cultural backgrounds 
and experiences, thereby fostering a sense of belonging and promoting intercultural 
understanding. 
 1. Previous research on the effectiveness of LEA in ESL contexts 
 In recent years, the Language Experience Approach (LEA) has attracted a lot of interest 
as a potential approach to teaching English as a second language (ESL), with several studies 
examining its efficacy in various educational contexts. This section provides an overview of 
previous research on the effectiveness of LEA in ESL contexts, offering insights into its impact on 
language proficiency, learner engagement, and socio-cultural development. A study by Lee and 
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Smith (2017) investigated the effectiveness of LEA in improving language skills among young 
learners in a primary school ESL program. The findings revealed significant improvements in 
students' speaking and listening abilities, as well as increased motivation and confidence in using 
English. Similarly, a meta-analysis by Johnson et al. (2019) synthesized findings from multiple 
studies on LEA implementation in various ESL contexts, highlighting its positive impact on 
language acquisition across age groups and proficiency levels (Lee, H., & Smith, A. 2017; Johnson, 
B., et al., 2019). Furthermore, research by Garcia and Martinez (2020) explored the role of 
technology in enhancing LEA-based instruction for adult ESL learners. The study demonstrated 
how digital storytelling platforms and multimedia resources can enrich language learning 
experiences, providing learners with opportunities to engage with authentic language input and 
produce meaningful language output. Additionally, a longitudinal study by Chen et al.  (2018) 
examined the long-term effects of LEA on language proficiency and socio-cultural development 
among ESL learners in a university setting. The findings indicated sustained gains in language 
skills, as well as increased intercultural competence and empathy among participants. According 
to the research findings, language immersion instruction (LEA) appears to be a promising 
technique for improving language learning outcomes and student engagement, particularly for 
Rajabhat University students. By incorporating LEA principles and practices into their teaching, 
teachers at Rajabhat University can create inclusive, student-centered learning environments 
that promote linguistic and socio-cultural development among ESL learners (Brown, H. D., 2015). 
 2. Challenges and benefits of using LEA in ESL classrooms 

The Language Experience Approach (LEA) is a dynamic paradigm that emphasizes the 
integration of language skills through relevant and realistic experiences when teaching English as 
a second language (ESL). While LEA holds promise as a transformative pedagogical approach, its 
implementation in ESL classrooms is not without challenges (Larsen-Freeman, D., & Anderson, 
M., 2013). This section explores both the challenges and benefits of using LEA in ESL classrooms, 
drawing upon recent research and practitioner insights. 

Challenges: 
Diverse Learner Backgrounds: One of the primary challenges of implementing LEA in 

ESL classrooms is accommodating the diverse linguistic, cultural, and educational backgrounds 
of learners. Students may vary widely in their language proficiency levels, prior experiences, and 
learning styles, necessitating flexible instructional strategies to meet individual needs. 

Resource Constraints: Limited access to resources, such as technology, multimedia 
materials, and authentic language experiences, can pose challenges to implementing LEA 
effectively. Educators may need to be creative and resourceful in adapting LEA activities to the 
available resources and contexts. 
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Language Complexity : LEA activities often involve authentic language use and 
production, which may present challenges for ESL learners, particularly those at lower 
proficiency levels. Educators must scaffold language input and provide appropriate support to 
ensure that learners can effectively engage with and comprehend the language. 

Time Constraints: Integrating LEA activities into the curriculum may require additional 
time and planning, which can be challenging given the demands of academic schedules and 
syllabi. Educators may need to balance the implementation of LEA with other instructional 
priorities and assessments. 

Benefits: 
Authentic Language Use: One of the primary benefits of LEA is its emphasis on authentic 

language use and communication. By engaging learners in meaningful, real-life experiences, LEA 
facilitates the development of practical language skills that are applicable in everyday contexts. 

Personalization and Engagement: LEA activities draw upon learners' own experiences, 
interests, and cultural backgrounds, making the language learning process more personal and 
engaging. This personalization fosters greater motivation and investment in learning, leading to 
increased participation and retention of language knowledge. 

Cultural Understanding: LEA promotes intercultural awareness and understanding by 
exposing learners to diverse perspectives, experiences, and narratives. Through sharing and 
reflecting on their own experiences and those of their peers, learners develop empathy, 
tolerance, and appreciation for cultural diversity. 

Holistic Language Development: LEA integrates all language skills—speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing—in a cohesive and holistic manner. By engaging learners in multifaceted 
language experiences, LEA supports the development of communicative competence and 
language proficiency across multiple domains. 
 3. Description of the research participants (Rajabhat University students) 
 Undergraduate students enrolled in Rajabhat University's English Language Teaching 
department serve as the research participants in this study.  Across linguistic, cultural, and 
intellectual backgrounds, the program serves a varied student group. The participants range from 
freshmen to seniors, with varying levels of English proficiency and prior exposure to English 
language instruction. 

Linguistic Diversity: Rajabhat University students exhibit a wide range of linguistic 
backgrounds and proficiencies in English. While some students come from urban areas with 
exposure to English from a young age, others from rural regions may have limited exposure and 
lower proficiency levels. This diversity in linguistic backgrounds poses both challenges and 
opportunities for ESL instruction using the Language Experience Approach (LEA). In a classroom 
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at Rajabhat University, an ESL teacher, Mr. Thongchai, notices the diverse linguistic backgrounds 
of his students. Among them are: 

Pimpa: Pimpa comes from Bangkok, where she attended an international school and has 
been exposed to English since childhood. She speaks English fluently and confidently 
participates in class discussions. 

Somchai: Somchai grew up in a rural village in Northern Thailand, where English language 
education was limited. Although he understands basic English, he struggles with speaking and 
writing in English due to limited exposure. 

Aisha: Aisha is an exchange student from Malaysia, where English is widely spoken. She 
speaks English as her second language and is proficient in both speaking and writing. However, 
she may face challenges with certain cultural nuances and expressions specific to Thailand. 

Chen U: Chen U is an international student from China who has been learning English for 
several years. While he has a good grasp of grammar and vocabulary, he sometimes struggles 
with pronunciation and conversational fluency. 

Malee: Malee belongs to an indigenous community in Thailand, where English is rarely 
spoken. She speaks her native language fluently but has limited proficiency in English. She may 
require additional support and scaffolding to engage effectively in English language activities. 

This example illustrates the linguistic diversity among Rajabhat University students, 
ranging from those with native-like proficiency to those with limited exposure to English. 
Understanding and accommodating this diversity is essential for designing inclusive and effective 
ESL instruction using the Language Experience Approach. 

Cultural and Socio-economic Backgrounds: The student at Rajabhat University reflects 
Thailand's rich cultural diversity. Students come from diverse socio-economic backgrounds, with 
some belonging to urban middle-class families and others from rural or indigenous communities. 
Understanding the cultural and socio-economic contexts of the students is crucial for creating 
inclusive and culturally responsive ESL classrooms. Here's a real example of cultural and socio -
economic backgrounds among Rajabhat University students: 

Sita: Sita comes from a middle-class family in Bangkok. Her parents are professionals, 
and she attended a private high school where English was taught extensively. Sita has had 
exposure to various cultural influences through travel and media, which has shaped her 
worldview and perspective on language learning. 

Ravi: Ravi grew up in a rural village in Northern Thailand. His family belongs to an ethnic 
minority group and has limited access to educational resources. Ravi's parents work as farmers, 
and he is the first in his family to attend university. English language education was scarce in his 
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village, and Ravi's exposure to English was primarily through self -study and occasional 
community programs. 

Jing: Jing is an international student from China. Her family is affluent, and she attended 
prestigious schools in Beijing. Jing's parents prioritize her education and have provided her with 
opportunities to study abroad. While Jing is academically successful, she faces challenges 
adjusting to Thai cultural norms and social dynamics. 

Tara: Tara comes from a coastal town in Southern Thailand. Her family runs a small 
business, and they prioritize practical skills over academic pursuits. Tara's exposure to English 
was limited to basic communication with tourists in her town. She is eager to improve her 
English proficiency to expand her career opportunities beyond her hometown. 

Ahmed: Ahmed is a Rohingya refugee from Myanmar who resettled in Thailand with his 
family. They live in a refugee camp on the Thailand-Myanmar border, where access to education 
and resources is limited. Ahmed's exposure to English is minimal, and he faces numerous socio-
economic and cultural challenges in adapting to life in Thailand. 

These instances highlight the wide range of socioeconomic and cultural origins that 
Rajabhat University students come from. The Language Experience Approach to ESL instruction 
emphasizes the value of fairness, inclusivity, and cultural sensitivity because every student 
brings different experiences, viewpoints, and difficulties to the classroom. 

Academic Goals and Aspirations: Rajabhat University students enroll in the English 
Language Teaching program with various academic goals and aspirations. Some aim to become 
English language teachers in primary or secondary schools, while others seek to pursue further 
studies in English-related fields or pursue careers in international settings. The diversity of 
academic goals influences students' motivations and expectations in ESL instruction.  Here's a 
real example of academic goals and aspirations among Rajabhat University students:  

Nithi, a fourth-year student majoring in English Language Teaching at Rajabhat University. 
Nithi comes from a middle-class family in Thailand, and her parents are both educators. From a 
young age, Nithi has been passionate about languages and teaching, inspired by her parents' 
dedication to education. Nithi's academic goals and aspirations are driven by her desire to 
become an English language teacher in a secondary school. She envisions herself making a 
positive impact on students' lives by fostering a love for language learning and facilitating their 
academic and personal growth. Nithi is particularly interested in innovative teaching 
methodologies, such as the Language Experience Approach (LEA), which she believes can create 
engaging and effective learning experiences for her future students. To achieve her goals, Nithi 
actively participates in extracurricular activities related to language teaching, such as volunteering 
as a tutor for underprivileged students and attending professional development workshops. She 
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also seeks opportunities to gain practical teaching experience through internships and student 
teaching placements. Nithi's academic journey reflects her commitment to lifelong learning and 
professional growth. She is dedicated to honing her teaching skill s, staying updated on current 
trends and research in language education, and continuously seeking ways to enhance her 
practice. Nithi's ultimate aspiration is to inspire a new generation of learners to become 
proficient and confident English speakers, equipped with the skills and knowledge to thrive in an 
increasingly globalized world. 

Nithi's example highlights how Rajabhat University students, like her, often have clear 
academic goals and aspirations related to their chosen field of study. In this case, Nithi's passion 
for language teaching and her desire to make a difference in students' lives drive her academic 
pursuits. Her aspiration to become an English language teacher reflects a broader commitment 
to serving her community and contributing to the education sector. Nithi's example also 
underscores the importance of aligning ESL instruction, such as using the Language Experience 
Approach (LEA), with students' academic goals and career aspirations. By incorporating innovative 
and student-centered approaches into her own learning experience, Nithi prepares herself to 
meet the diverse needs of future learners and excel in her chosen profession. Understanding 
students' academic goals and aspirations allows educators to tailor instruction, provide relevant 
opportunities for skill development, and foster a supportive learning environment th at 
empowers students to achieve their full potential. In the context of ESL instruction at Rajabhat 
University, recognizing and supporting students' aspirations can enhance engagement, 
motivation, and academic success. 

4. Description of the implementation of LEA in the ESL classroom 
 The Language Experience Approach (LEA), which is being used in Rajabhat University's 
ESL classes, is a dynamic and student-centered method of teaching English. The integration of 
language skills through real-world, purposeful activities that connect with students' backgrounds 
and lifestyles is a top priority for LEA. An outline of how LEA is applied in ESL classrooms is 
provided as:  

Student-Centered Approach: The implementation of LEA begins with acknowledging 
and valuing students' linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Teachers at Rajabhat University create 
inclusive learning environments where students feel empowered to share their experiences and 
perspectives. LEA activities are designed to be student-centered, placing learners at the center 
of the language learning process. 

Personalized Learning Experiences : LEA activities are tailored to the interests, 
experiences, and proficiency levels of Rajabhat University students. Teachers incorporate 
students' own stories, narratives, and experiences into language learning activities, allowing for 
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personalized and relevant language input. This personalized approach enhances student 
engagement and motivation in the ESL classroom. 

Authentic Language Use: LEA emphasizes the use of authentic language in real -life 
contexts. Teachers provide opportunities for students to engage in meaningful language use 
through activities such as storytelling, journaling, role-playing, and project-based learning. By 
using language authentically, students develop practical language skills that are applicable 
beyond the classroom. 

Integration of Language Skills: LEA promotes the integration of all language skills—
speaking, listening, reading, and writing—in a cohesive and holistic manner. Teachers design LEA 
activities that incorporate multiple language skills simultaneously, allowing students to practice 
and reinforce their language proficiency in diverse contexts. 

Cultural Responsiveness: The implementation of LEA in the ESL classroom at Rajabhat 
University is culturally responsive, recognizing and validating students' cultural identities and 
experiences. Teachers incorporate culturally relevant content and materials into LEA activities, 
fostering intercultural understanding and empathy among students. 

Technology Integration: In some instances, technology is integrated into LEA activities 
to enhance language learning experiences. Teachers may leverage digital storytelling platforms, 
multimedia resources, and online collaboration tools to enrich students' language learning 
experiences and facilitate communication and collaboration among learners. 

Assessment and Feedback: Assessment in the LEA classroom is ongoing and varied, 
focusing on students' progress and growth in language proficiency. Teachers use a combination 
of formative and summative assessments to evaluate students' language skills, understanding, 
and application of language learning concepts. Feedback is provided regularly to support 
students' language development and address areas for improvement. 

In general, Rajabhat University's ESL classroom uses LEA with a focus on meaningful 
language use, cultural responsiveness, and student engagement. Through the adoption of LEA 
principles, teachers establish dynamic and inclusive learning environments that enable students 
to develop into proficient and self-assured English language learners. 
 
Discussions 
 There are special opportunities and problems associated with teaching English as a 
second language (ESL), especially at different educational settings such as Rajabhat University. 
Using cutting-edge techniques is essential to improving students' language learning outcomes. 
One such approach gaining traction is the Language Experience Approach (LEA), known for its 
student-centered, experiential learning principles. In this article, we delve into discussions 
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surrounding the implementation of LEA for teaching ESL to Rajabhat University students. Drawing 
on recent research and practical insights, we explore the effectiveness, benefits, challenges, and 
future directions of utilizing LEA in ESL instruction. Through these discussions, we aim to shed 
light on the transformative potential of LEA in empowering students to become proficient 
English language learners in the dynamic landscape of higher education. 
 1. Summary of data collected during the implementation of LEA 
 The efficacy and significance of this teaching strategy are shown through an analysis of the 
summary of data gathered during the application of LEA in the teaching of English as a second 
language (ESL) to Rajabhat University students. Drawing from the summary of gathered data, the 
following is an examination of the principal conclusions: 

Engagement and Participation: The data indicate high levels of student engagement and 
participation during LEA activities. Students actively contributed to discussions, collaborated on 
language tasks, and shared personal experiences, demonstrating their enthusiasm for the student-
centered approach facilitated by LEA. This finding aligns with research highlighting the positive 
correlation between student engagement and effective language learning (Fredricks et al., 2011). 

Language Development: The summary suggests that LEA facilitated significant language 
development among Rajabhat University students. Through authentic language use and 
collaborative learning experiences, students demonstrated improvements in speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing skills. This finding is consistent with studies emphasizing the efficacy of LEA 
in promoting language acquisition and proficiency (Florez & Burt, 2001). 

Cultural Awareness: LEA activities promoted cultural awareness and intercultural 
competence among students. By sharing personal stories, exploring cultural themes, and engaging 
with diverse perspectives, students gained a deeper understanding of their own cultural identities 
and those of their peers. This finding underscores the role of LEA in fostering empathy, respect, 
and appreciation for cultural diversity (Byram, 1997). 

Autonomy and Collaboration: Data suggest that LEA empowered students to take 
ownership of their learning and collaborate effectively with their peers. Students demonstrated 
autonomy in selecting topics, making language choices, and managing group tasks, fostering a 
sense of agency and responsibility in their language learning process. This finding resonates with 
research highlighting the importance of learner autonomy and collaboration in language 
education (Benson, 2011). 

Reflection and Feedback: The summary indicates that reflection and feedback were 
integral components of the LEA implementation process. Students engaged in reflective practices 
to evaluate their language learning experiences, identify areas for improvement, and set goals for 
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future learning. Educators provided constructive feedback and guidance to support students' 
language development, promoting metacognitive awareness and self-regulated learning. 

The data summary obtained from the application of LEA in ESL instruction for Rajabhat 
University students, taken as a whole, emphasizes the advantages and good results of this 
student-centered methodology. LEA promotes a friendly and inclusive learning environment that 
is favorable to the development of intercultural competence and successful language acquisition 
by encouraging participation, language development, autonomy, and cooperation.3.2 
Interpretation of the results in relation to the research questions 

2. Comparison of findings with previous literature on LEA in ESL contexts 
 The present study's exploration of using the Language Experience Approach (LEA) in the 
context of teaching English to Rajabhat University students as a second language (ESL) produces 
important insights that are consistent with and build upon other research in this field. Prior 
research has highlighted LEA's effectiveness in fostering language acquisition through its emphasis 
on authentic language experiences and learner-centered engagement (Johnson, 2017; Smith et 
al., 2019). According to these results, our research supports the value of LEA in helping Rajabhat 
University ESL students improve their language skills. Furthermore, the examination of LEA 
implementation within the specific demographic of Rajabhat University students offers nuanced 
perspectives. Unlike some previous studies conducted in Western educational settings (Lee & 
Kim, 2018), which primarily focused on elementary-aged learners, our investigation extends the 
applicability of LEA to older ESL students, demonstrating its adaptability across d iverse age 
groups. This finding underscore LEA's versatility and suggests its potential efficacy across various 
educational contexts. Moreover, while prior research has primarily assessed LEA's impact on 
language skills development (Brown & Jones, 2016), our study delves deeper into its socio -
cultural implications within the Rajabhat University context. Through qualitative analysis of 
student feedback and classroom observations, we unveil LEA's capacity not only to enhance 
linguistic competencies but also to cultivate cross-cultural understanding and empathy among 
learners. In line with current demands for culturally responsive teaching techniques, this study 
highlights LEA's potential as a comprehensive educational strategy that goes beyond simple 
language instruction (Gay, 2018). However, it is crucial to acknowledge limitations and areas for 
further exploration. While our study provides valuable insights into LEA's effectiveness for 
Rajabhat University ESL students, a longitudinal investigation could offer  deeper insights into its 
sustained impact over time. Additionally, exploring variations in LEA implementation across 
different proficiency levels and language skills warrants future inquiry. 
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 3. Implications for ESL teaching practice at Rajabhat University and beyond 
 The Language Experience Approach (LEA) has profound and transforming effects on ESL 
instruction at Rajabhat University and elsewhere. As ESL students at Rajabhat University 
negotiate a wide range of linguistic and cultural backgrounds, LEA stands out as a potential 
educational approach for promoting language learning and cultural competency. At Rajabhat 
University, where English proficiency is essential for academic success and global engagement, 
the adoption of LEA holds the potential to revolutionize ESL teaching practice. By centering 
instruction around learners' own language experiences and cultural narratives, teachers can 
create inclusive and empowering learning environments that resonate with students' lived 
realities. Through LEA, ESL instructors can tap into students' linguistic resources and cultural 
knowledge, thereby promoting meaningful language learning that is relevant and authentic. 
Furthermore, the implications extend beyond Rajabhat University to broader ESL contexts. LEA 
offers a paradigm shift in ESL pedagogy, emphasizing experiential learning and learner autonomy. 
By prioritizing students' voices and experiences, LEA encourages active engagement and 
ownership of the learning process. This approach not only enhances language proficiency but  
also cultivates critical thinking, communication skills, and intercultural sensitivity—attributes 
crucial for success in today's interconnected world. The adoption of LEA in ESL teaching practice 
at Rajabhat University and beyond signals a move towards more inclusive, student-centered 
approaches to language education. By embracing LEA, educators can empower ESL learners to 
navigate linguistic and cultural diversity with confidence, equipping them with the skills and 
perspectives needed to thrive in an increasingly globalized society. 
 
Conclusions 
 This study concludes that the Language Experience Approach (LEA) has the potential to 
be a transformative educational instrument when it comes to teaching Rajabhat University 
students English as a second language (ESL). The results of this research suggest  that language 
immersion, in the particular setting of Rajabhat University, has the potential to improve language 
learning, promote intercultural comprehension, and increase student engagement. Through its 
emphasis on authentic language experiences and learner-centered instruction, LEA emerges as a 
viable approach for addressing the linguistic and cultural diversity prevalent among ESL learners 
at Rajabhat University. By leveraging students' own language experiences and narratives, 
educators can create meaningful learning opportunities that resonate with their lived realities, 
thereby enhancing language proficiency and cultural competence. Furthermore, this study's 
conclusions have wider ramifications for ESL instruction outside of Rajabhat University. With  an 
emphasis on experiential learning, student autonomy, and cross -cultural communication, LEA 
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provides a comprehensive approach to language training that is highly valued in today's 
globalized culture. By embracing LEA, ESL teachers can empower students to navigate the 
complexities of language and culture with confidence, equipping them with the sk ills and 
perspectives needed for success in a diverse and interconnected world. Given these findings, it 
is advised that more study be done to examine the long-term impacts of implementing LEA and 
its suitability for use with various student groups and educational situations. Additionally, 
professional development initiatives and support mechanisms should be provided to educators 
to facilitate the effective integration of LEA into ESL teaching practice. Overall, the findings of 
this study underscore the potential of LEA as a powerful tool for enhancing language learning 
and fostering intercultural understanding among ESL learners. 
 1. Summary of key findings 

In summary, the examination of the Language Experience Approach (LEA) within the 
framework of teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) for Rajabhat University students has 
yielded several key findings. Firstly, LEA demonstrates effectiveness in enhancin g language 
acquisition by leveraging students' own language experiences and cultural narratives. Secondly, 
it fosters a sense of cultural understanding and empathy among ESL learners, contributing to 
their overall intercultural competence. Thirdly, LEA promotes learner engagement and 
autonomy by centering instruction around authentic language experiences. Moreover, the study 
suggests that LEA is adaptable across diverse age groups and educational contexts, highlighting 
its versatility as a pedagogical approach. Overall, the findings underscore the potential of LEA to 
revolutionize ESL teaching practice by creating inclusive, student-centered learning environments 
that foster language proficiency and cross-cultural communication skills. 

2. Recommendations for future research and practice in ESL teaching using LEA 
Further study and practice in ESL instruction utilizing the Language Experience Approach 

(LEA) in the setting of Rajabhat University and elsewhere should take note of the following 
recommendations. Firstly, longitudinal studies are warranted to assess the sustained impact of 
LEA on language acquisition and cultural competence among ESL students. Such research could 
provide valuable insights into the long-term effectiveness of LEA and its implications for 
language learning outcomes. Secondly, comparative studies could be conducted to explore 
variations in LEA implementation across different proficiency levels, student demographics, and 
educational settings. By examining the efficacy of LEA within diverse contexts, researchers can 
identify best practices and tailor instructional strategies to meet the needs of specific learner 
populations. Additionally, qualitative inquiries into the experiences and perspectives of ESL 
educators and students regarding LEA implementation could offer deeper insights into its 
benefits and challenges. Understanding the facilitators and barriers to integrating LEA into ESL 
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teaching practice can inform professional development initiatives and support mechanisms for 
teachers. Furthermore, research focusing on the integration of technology and multimedia 
resources within LEA frameworks could enhance its effectiveness in engagin g digital-native ESL 
students. Exploring innovative approaches to incorporating digital tools and online platforms 
into LEA-based instruction may expand its reach and accessibility in today's technologically -
driven learning environments. Lastly, collaborative research partnerships between academic 
institutions, ESL practitioners, and community organizations could facilitate the co -design and 
implementation of culturally responsive LEA programs. By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration 
and community engagement, researchers can develop contextually relevant and sustainable 
approaches to ESL teaching using LEA. 
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