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Abstract

This research study investigates the effectiveness of digital peer feedback systems in
improving the writing skills of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students. It places a primary
emphasis on evaluating the quality of feedback and its impact when delivered through online
platforms. In an educational landscape increasingly shaped by technology, this study seeks to
illuminate the potential benefits of utilizing digital peer feedback to enhance writing proficiency
among EFL learners.

The research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative data analysis
and qualitative assessment to comprehensively explore the influence of online peer feedback
on EFL students' writing skills. The results of the study show significant promise. The quantitative
analysis of pre-assessment data revealed a substantial improvement in the participants' writing
scores, with an average increase of 15% following the implementation of the digital peer feedback
system. Moreover, a robust and positive relationship was identified through correlation analysis,
with a correlation coefficient (r) of 0.78, indicating a strong link between the frequency of peer
feedback and observed enhancements in writing skills.

One equally notable outcome of the study was the boost in participants' self-confidence.
The average self-confidence score increased from 3, signifying a neutral outlook, to an impressive
4.5, indicating a confident outlook. Qualitatively, the students expressed consistently positive
views regarding the digital peer feedback system. They appreciated the specific, constructive, and
relevant feedback provided by their peers, highlighting the system's effectiveness in improving
their writing skills.

Keywords: Digital Peer Feedback, Online Platforms, Feedback Quality, Writing Improvement,

Educational Technology.
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Introduction

English proficiency, particularly in writing, plays a crucial role in the educational journey
of students learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL) (Brown, 2010). In the context of our
digitally interconnected world, online platforms have emerged as dynamic spaces that offer
exciting opportunities for collaborative learning and feedback provision (Anderson & Dron, 2011).
This research endeavors to provide a comprehensive examination of the effectiveness of digital
peer feedback systems in enhancing the writing skills of EFL students (Lee & Kim, 2014). Our
investigation extends beyond assessing the mere quality of feedback to delve into its tangible
impact within the realm of online learning environments (Cho & MacArthur, 2010).

In the context of today's globalized society, the ability to communicate proficiently in
English holds immense significance (Crystal, 2003). For EFL students, the development of writing
skills stands as a foundational pillar of their language learning journey (Hyland, 2003). Moreover,
it is imperative to recognize the transformative role of digital technology in the realm of education,
particularly in its capacity to facilitate interactive learning experiences (Means et al., 2009). Online
platforms, in particular, offer a unique avenue for students to partake in collaborative learning
ventures (Harasim, 2017).

This research is characterized by a dual focus. Primarily, it seeks to meticulously scrutinize
the quality of feedback delivered through digital peer feedback systems (Topping, 1998). This
entails an evaluation of the feedback's specificity, constructiveness, and relevance, thus serving
as the bedrock for the efficacy of the feedback process (Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 2006). Secondly,
the research aspires to gauge the concrete impact of digital peer feedback on the writing
proficiency of EFL students (Lu & Law, 2012). The central question revolves around whether the
feedback exchanged within online learning environments translates into noticeable
enhancements in their writing abilities (Lee, 2017).

The motivation for this research stems from the increasing integration of digital technology
in the realm of education and the growing recognition of the efficacy of collaborative learning
(Dillenbourg, 1999). At its core, the significance of digital peer feedback systems lies in their
potential to provide students with personalized, timely, and diversified feedback (van den Boom
et al., 2004). This approach acknowledges that learning is an inherently social process, profoundly
influenced by interactions with peers and educators (Vygotsky, 1978).

The research anticipates the discovery of invaluable insights into the quality and impact
of digital peer feedback within online learning environments (Davies et al., 2015). Our expectation
is grounded in the belief that the evidence will underscore the effectiveness of these systems in
augmenting the writing skills of EFL students (Gielen et al., 2010). The potential outcomes
encompass improved writing proficiency, heightened self-confidence, and the cultivation of
positive perceptions regarding the feedback process (Anuyahong, 2018; Liao et al., 2020).

In summary, this research is a response to the evolving educational landscape, where

technology and collaboration are increasingly prominent. By closely examining digital peer
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feedback in online learning environments, it seeks to contribute to the understanding of how EFL

students can benefit from these platforms in their quest to become proficient English writers.

Research Objective
To study the effectiveness of digital peer feedback systems in augmenting the writing skills

of English as Foreign Language (EFL) students.

Literature Review

In the context of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education, the development of
writing skills is a critical component of language proficiency (Brown, 2010). Digital peer feedback
systems have emerged as a promising tool for enhancing EFL students' writing abilities, allowing
for asynchronous collaboration and providing opportunities for self-improvement through peer
assessment (Lee & Kim, 2014). This literature review aims to investigate and analyze the existing
research on the efficacy of digital peer feedback systems in improving EFL students' writing skills,
with a particular focus on the quality of feedback and its impact in online learning environments.
This review seeks to address the following key questions: How do digital peer feedback systems
function in EFL contexts? What factors influence the quality of feedback provided through these
systems, and how does feedback quality affect students' writing skills and learning outcomes in
online environments?

1. Digital Peer Feedback Systems in EFL Contexts.

Digital peer feedback systems leverage technology to facilitate peer assessment, enabling
students to provide comments, suggestions, and evaluations on each other's written work (Van
Popta et al., 2017). They prove to be particularly valuable in EFL contexts, where students often
have limited opportunities for authentic interaction and constructive feedback (Moradi &
Karimpour, 2012). Online environments provide a convenient platform for EFL students to engage
in collaborative writing tasks, share their work, and receive feedback from peers (Anuyahong,
2018).

Several studies underscore the advantages of using digital peer feedback systems in EFL
contexts. These systems promote student engagement, encourage reflective writing practices,
and foster a sense of community and social learning (Hyland, 2003; Liao et al., 2020). Additionally,
they allow for the assessment of various aspects of writing, including grammar, vocabulary,
coherence, and organization (Gielen et al,, 2010). However, the effectiveness of digital peer
feedback is contingent on the quality of feedback provided.

2. Feedback Quality in Digital Peer Feedback System:s.

Feedback quality in digital peer feedback systems pertains to the relevance, specificity,
and helpfulness of comments and suggestions offered by peers (Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 2006).
Several factors influence feedback quality, including peer characteristics, system design, and the

training provided to students on how to provide effective feedback (Davies et al., 2015).
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Peer characteristics play a substantial role in determining feedback quality. Research has
shown that factors such as the peer's language proficiency, writing skills, and prior experience with
peer assessment can significantly impact the quality of feedback (Lu & Law, 2012). Moreover,
cultural and social factors can influence the way feedback is provided, as cultural norms and
interpersonal dynamics may affect the willingness and ability of peers to offer constructive
criticism (Topping, 1998).

The design of the digital peer feedback system itself is critical to feedback quality.
Elements such as user interface, ease of navigation, and the structure of the feedback process all
influence the feedback provided (Means et al., 2009). Studies suggest that clear instructions, user-
friendly interfaces, and structured evaluation criteria can enhance the quality of feedback in
online environments (Van Popta et al., 2017).

Training EFL students to provide effective feedback is another crucial aspect of improving
feedback quality. Research has demonstrated that explicit instruction on the principles of
constructive feedback, rubrics, and peer assessment processes can help students offer more
valuable comments to their peers (Cho & MacArthur, 2010).

3. Impact of Feedback Quality on EFL Students' Writing Skills.

The impact of feedback quality on EFL students' writing skills is a central concern when
utilizing digital peer feedback systems. Effective feedback is expected to contribute to
improvements in various aspects of writing, encompassing language proficiency, content
development, and organizational skills (Crystal, 2003).

Studies have consistently shown that high-quality feedback can lead to positive outcomes
for EFL students (Lee & Kim, 2014). Students who receive specific, well-structured feedback tend
to make more substantial revisions to their work, resulting in enhanced writing quality.
Furthermore, high-quality feedback can raise students' awareness of their language errors, which
can lead to improvements in grammar and vocabulary usage (Anuyahong, 2021).

Moreover, the impact of feedback quality extends beyond immediate revisions. EFL
students can internalize feedback and apply the lessons learned to future writing tasks, leading
to more sustainable improvements in their writing skills (Anuyahong, 2018).

Summary, digital peer feedback systems hold immense promise for enhancing EFL
students' writing skills in online environments. However, the effectiveness of these systems is
intrinsically tied to the quality of feedback provided. Peer characteristics, system design, and
feedback training all play pivotal roles in shaping feedback quality. High-quality feedback,
characterized by specificity, relevance, and helpfulness, positively impacts students' writing skills,
contributing to their language proficiency and overall learning outcomes.

Future research in this field should continue to explore the factors influencing feedback
quality and investigate innovative strategies for enhancing digital peer feedback systems in EFL

contexts. By doing so, educators and researchers can harness technology's potential to further
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support EFL students in their pursuit of improved writing skills and language proficiency within

online learning environments.

Research Methodology

Participant Selection: In the initial phase of the study, a diverse group of EFL students
hailing from various educational institutions was meticulously chosen to take part as participants.

Data Collection: The data collection process unfolded in several key steps:

« Pre-Assessment: To establish a baseline understanding of the participants' initial writing
proficiency, a preliminary writing sample was gathered. This served as a foundation for assessing
their starting point.

 Peer Feedback Exchange: The participants were thoughtfully divided into groups and
encouraged to participate in peer feedback activities conducted through digital online platforms.
This allowed for an interactive and collaborative learning experience, with students providing
feedback to their peers.

» Post-Assessment: After the peer feedback exchange, a second writing sample was
collected to gauge any discernible improvements in the participants' writing skills following the
intervention.

Feedback Quality Assessment: A critical facet of the study involved the careful evaluation
of the feedback provided by peers. Various attributes of the feedback were scrutinized, including
its relevance, specificity, clarity, and its capacity for constructive criticism. This assessment was
integral to understanding the nature and quality of the feedback loop in the digital environment.

Data Analysis: The study's data analysis phase consisted of both quantitative and
qualitative components:

« Quantitative Analysis: The quantitative data was subjected to rigorous statistical analysis.
This analysis was geared towards assessing the tangible impact of digital peer feedback on the
participants' writing skills. It involved examining key factors, such as pre-assessment and post-
assessment scores, to gauge the effectiveness of the peer feedback system.

« Qualitative Analysis: The qualitative analysis delved into the nuances of the feedback
provided by peers and its influence on the participants' writing improvement. This layer of the
analysis involved exploring the students' perceptions and reflections, shedding light on their

experiences and insights gained through the peer feedback process.

Research Results
The study yielded significant findings, demonstrating the positive impact of the digital peer
feedback system on EFL students' writing skills. The results are below:

Table 1 Result of Pre-Assessment.

Result Type Findings

Quantitative Results

Improved Writing Scores - Post-assessment scores increased by an average of 15%.
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Correlation Analysis - Strong positive correlation between frequency of peer

feedback and improvement in writing skills.

Increased Confidence - Average self-confidence score increased from 3 (neutral) to
4.5 (confident).

Qualitative Results

Positive Student Perceptions - Majority of students had positive perceptions of the digital

peer feedback system.

Feedback Quality Assessment | - Feedback was specific, constructive, and relevant.

- Students appreciated feedback with concrete suggestions for

improvement.
Reflections on Writing - Students made specific revisions based on peer feedback
Improvement (e.g., improved organization, diverse vocabulary).
Ethical Considerations - Some students reflected on ethical considerations related

to peer feedback, emphasizing academic integrity and
credibility.

The table summarizes the outcomes of the pre-assessment phase in our study, which

focused on evaluating the impact of a digital peer feedback system on the writing skills of English
as Foreign Language (EFL) students. The table is divided into two distinct sections: Quantitative
Results and Qualitative Results, providing a comprehensive view of our findings.

In terms of Quantitative Results, it is evident that the digital peer feedback system has
had a positive influence. Post-assessment scores exhibited an average increase of 15%, signifying
notable improvements in writing skills among participants. Moreover, the strong positive
correlation (r = 0.78) between the frequency of peer feedback and the enhancement in writing
skills underscores the effectiveness of this feedback process. The participants also experienced a
significant increase in self-confidence, with the average self-confidence score climbing from 3
(neutral) to an impressive 4.5, emphasizing the system's role in boosting students' confidence.

Qualitative Results reveal equally encouraging findings. The majority of students
expressed positive perceptions of the digital peer feedback system, emphasizing its value in
refining their writing capabilities. The quality of feedback provided by peers proved to be specific,
constructive, and relevant. Students welcomed feedback containing concrete suggestions for
improvement. Notably, students applied this feedback effectively, resulting in tangible revisions
to their written works. These revisions extended to various aspects, including enhanced
organization and the incorporation of diverse vocabulary. Some students also took the
opportunity to reflect on ethical considerations linked to the peer feedback process, highlighting

the importance of academic integrity and credibility in the learning environment.
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2. The process of Peer Feedback Exchange.

Group Formation: The participants were divided into small groups, each consisting of 4-6
students. Group composition was carefully considered to ensure diversity in language proficiency
and writing styles.

Submission of Drafts: In the initial stage, each student in the group was required to submit
a draft of their written work through the designated online platform. These drafts covered a range
of topics, from personal narratives to academic essays.

Peer Review Assignment: After the submission phase, students were assigned peer reviews.
Each student was responsible for reviewing the drafts of two peers in their group. The allocation
was randomized to ensure fair distribution.

Feedback Guidelines: Clear guidelines were provided to students regarding the elements
to focus on during the review. These guidelines emphasized aspects such as organization, clarity,
language usage, and the provision of constructive feedback.

Peer Feedback Sessions: Students engaged in virtual peer feedback sessions through
discussion boards or chat features on the online platform. They discussed the strengths and areas
for improvement in their peers' writing. These sessions were moderated by a facilitator who
ensured that the discussions remained constructive and respectful.

Feedback Documentation: Students documented the feedback they received from their
peers and made notes on suggested revisions. This documentation was a valuable resource for
the participants to refer to when revising their own work.

Revisions and Follow-up: Following the peer feedback sessions, students had the
opportunity to revise their original drafts based on the feedback they received. They submitted
revised versions of their work for the post-assessment.

Reflection and Discussion: At the end of the process, students engaged in reflective
discussions where they shared their experiences, discussed the impact of peer feedback on their
writing, and considered how they could apply the feedback to future writing tasks.

This structured Peer Feedback Exchange process provided students with a platform for
collaborative learning and feedback, enhancing their writing skills through interaction, constructive
criticism, and peer engagement in an online environment.

Table 2 Result Table of Post-Assessment.

Result Type Findings
Quantitative Results
Improved Writing Scores | - Average post-assessment scores increased by 16.4%.
Correlation Analysis - Strong positive correlation (r = 0.78) between frequency of peer

feedback and improvement in writing skills.

Increased Confidence - Average self-confidence score increased from 3 (neutral) to 4.6
(confident).

Qualitative Results
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Positive Student - Majority of students had positive perceptions of the digital peer
Perceptions feedback system.

Feedback Quality - Feedback was specific, constructive, and relevant.

Assessment - Students acknowledged the value of feedback with concrete

suggestions for improvement.

Reflections on Writing - Many students made specific revisions based on peer feedback,
Improvement including improvements in organization, diverse vocabulary usage,

and enhanced clarity.

Ethical Considerations - Some students reflected on ethical considerations related to the
peer feedback process, emphasizing academic integrity and
credibility.

This table serves as an essential component of our study, presenting the outcomes of the

post-assessment phase aimed at assessing the impact of a digital peer feedback system on the
writing skills of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students. The table is thoughtfully structured
into two primary sections: Quantitative Results and Qualitative Results, which collectively offer
comprehensive insights into our findings.

Quantitative Results manifest significant improvements following the intervention of the
digital peer feedback system. Notably, the average post-assessment scores displayed a substantial
increase of 16.4%. This substantial increment emphasizes the system's effectiveness in enhancing
participants' writing proficiency. Moreover, the correlation analysis reinforces these findings by
revealing a robust positive correlation (r = 0.78) between the frequency of peer feedback and
advancements in writing skills. This suggests that the more frequently participants engaged in peer
feedback, the greater their improvement. Additionally, students' self-confidence experienced a
considerable boost, with the average self-confidence score rising from 3 (neutral) to an impressive
4.6, indicating an increased sense of confidence in their writing abilities.

Qualitative Results mirror the positive trend observed in the quantitative domain. The
majority of students maintained their positive perceptions of the digital peer feedback system,
underscoring its value in honing their writing skills. Feedback quality assessment reinforced the
importance of specific, constructive, and relevant feedback. Students readily acknowledged the
worth of feedback that offered concrete suggestions for improvement. Furthermore, the study
indicated that this constructive feedback motivated students to make specific revisions, leading
to tangible improvements in different facets of their writing. These revisions encompassed
enhancements in the organization of their writing, the use of diverse vocabulary, and improved
clarity. Importantly, the post-assessment phase also provided a platform for some students to
reflect on ethical considerations tied to the peer feedback process. This reflects their heightened

awareness of the significance of academic integrity and credibility in the educational landscape.
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Discussions

The comprehensive analysis of our study unfolds the pivotal role of the digital peer
feedback system in enhancing the writing skills of EFL students. This discussion will elaborate on
our findings, providing context and insights into the effectiveness of the intervention.

Pre-Assessment Writing Prompt and Quantitative Results.

The initial phase of the study, marked by the pre-assessment writing prompt, provided a
baseline understanding of the participants' writing proficiency. The results from this stage were
remarkable, affirming the profound impact of the digital peer feedback system on the participants.
The quantitative data from the pre-assessment demonstrated a substantial increase in writing
scores, with an average improvement of 15% following the intervention. Further reinforcing this
observation, the correlation analysis revealed a robust positive correlation (r = 0.78) between the
frequency of peer feedback and the enhancements in writing skills. This finding underscores the
system's efficacy in improving the writing proficiency of EFL students. These results are in line
with the assertion made by Van Popta et al,, 2017), who emphasizes the critical role of peer
feedback in enhancing writing skills and overall writing proficiency among students.

Increased Self-Confidence.

A notable development in the study was the increase in participants' self-confidence in
their writing abilities. The average self-confidence score increased from a neutral 3 to a remarkable
4.5. This boost in self-assurance is a vital aspect of student development and is consistent with
the findings of Anuyahong, 2018, who highlights that students' belief in their skills can significantly
influence their performance and motivation. The combination of improved writing skills and
increased self-confidence positions the digital peer feedback system as a powerful tool for
fostering both proficiency and self-assurance.

Positive Student Perceptions and Feedback Quality.

The qualitative aspect of our study resonated with students' largely favorable opinions
regarding the digital peer feedback system. They recognized the value of this system in enhancing
their writing capabilities, underscoring its effectiveness as an educational tool (Moradi &
Karimpour, 2012). Our observation of feedback provided by peers revealed specific, constructive,
and relevance-centered attributes. This feedback, rich in constructive criticism, served as a catalyst
for many students who went on to make specific revisions, resulting in improved organization,
vocabulary diversity, and clarity in their writing (Lu & Law, 2012). These findings are in line with
the works of van Popta et al. (2017), which emphasize the pivotal role of peer feedback in
enhancing writing skills and the significance of constructive, specific feedback.

Ethical Considerations and Academic Integrity.

An intriguing aspect of our study was the subset of students who engaged in discussions
recarding ethical considerations associated with the peer feedback process. This emphasis on
academic integrity and credibility aligns with the sentiments of Anuyahong (2014) and underscores

the ethical awareness instilled in students through such feedback systems. It reinforces the notion
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that the benefits of peer feedback extend beyond writing skills, contributing to the holistic
development of students' ethical awareness and sense of responsibility (Liao, Chang, & Chen,
2020).

Process of Peer Feedback Exchange.

The structured process of peer feedback exchange created a dynamic and interactive
learning environment. Participants actively engaged with peers, providing constructive criticism
and feedback (Lu & Law, 2012). This echoes the idea that peer feedback systems can nurture
collaborative learning and foster a culture of active participation, as highlighted by various scholars
(van Popta et al., 2017).

Post-Assessment and Continued Growth.

In the post-assessment phase, our parallel process enabled us to directly compare
participants' writing skills before and after the intervention. The quantitative results from the post-
assessment offered substantial hope, showcasing a significant improvement in writing scores, with
an average increase of 16.4% (Moradi & Karimpour, 2012). This not only reiterates the effectiveness
of the digital peer feedback system but also demonstrates that the impact is sustainable and
progressive. The participants' self-confidence continued to flourish, with the average self-
confidence score advancing from neutrality (3) to a notable 4.6, indicating growing confidence in
their writing abilities (Anuyahong, 2018).

Consistency in Positive Perceptions and Feedback Quality.

The qualitative data from the post-assessment phase reinforced the consistency of
positive student perceptions regarding the digital peer feedback system. Their continued
acknowledgment and appreciation of the specific, constructive, and relevant feedback provided
by their peers underscore the enduring value of this system (Lu & Law, 2012). The specific revisions
made by students based on peer feedback, encompassing enhancements in organization,
vocabulary diversity, and clarity, are indicators of the long-term impact of the digital peer
feedback system (van Popta et al., 2017).

Ethical Reflections and Learning Continuity.

Additionally, the willingness of some students to reflect on ethical considerations
associated with peer feedback suggests that this system cultivates a culture of academic integrity
and a sense of responsibility that extends beyond the classroom (Liao, Chang, & Chen, 2020). The
continued emphasis on ethical considerations demonstrates that students recognize the
importance of these principles in the learning environment.

In conclusion, this study offers compelling evidence supporting the effectiveness of the
digital peer feedback system in enhancing EFL students' writing skills. The quantifiable
improvements in writing proficiency, coupled with the rise in self-confidence, emphasize the
immediate and enduring impact of the system. The overwhelmingly positive student perceptions
and the recognition of specific, constructive, and relevant feedback as valuable components of

their learning journey further underscore the significance of the digital peer feedback system. The
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ethical considerations raised by some participants emphasize the broader educational value,
highlighting the importance of academic integrity and credibility in the learning process. This study
serves as a testament to the merit of the digital peer feedback system in elevating writing skills,
fostering confidence, and promoting a culture of meaningful feedback in the realm of EFL

education.

Knowledge from the Research

This study has significantly enriched the knowledge landscape within the domains of digital
peer feedback systems, English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education, and pedagogical
implications. Firstly, by engaging with this research, individuals have gained valuable insights and
advancements in the following key dimensions:

Firstly, Digital Peer Feedback Systems in EFL Education: This research has provided a
holistic understanding of the functions and ramifications of digital peer feedback systems as
applied in the sphere of EFL education. It has, firstly, meticulously examined the profound
influence of these systems on the development of writing skills among EFL students. It has also
elucidated their efficacy and adaptability within the realm of online learning environments.

Secondly, Determinants of Feedback Quality: A core facet of this study pertains to the
scrutiny of the factors that dictate the quality of feedback within digital peer feedback systems.
Secondly, this research has offered an in-depth comprehension of the intricate interplay of
variables such as peer characteristics, system design, and the efficacy of feedback training.
Consequently, it has provided scholars and practitioners with a nuanced understanding of the
mechanisms that underlie effective feedback within educational contexts.

Thirdly, Assessment of Impact: A fundamental outcome of this research has been the
capacity to assess the impact of feedback quality on the writing competencies of EFL students.
Secondly, the findings have elucidated the transformative power of high-quality feedback,
encompassing its influence on various facets of writing, including language proficiency and content
development. This, in turn, has facilitated a comprehensive evaluation of the efficacy and worth
of digital peer feedback systems.

Fourthly, Pedagogical Ramifications: A critical dimension of this study lies in its practical
implications for the field of EFL education. Firstly, by offering insights into the integration of digital
peer feedback systems into pedagogical strategies, the research has provided a foundation for
further exploration and application in educational practice. This offers a potential avenue for the
optimization of educational processes.

Lastly, Future Research Trajectories: A consequential contribution of this study is its role
in shaping future research directions. Secondly, researchers and scholars now possess a
springboard from which they can launch further investigations into digital peer feedback systems,
with an eye toward their improvement and diversification within educational contexts.

In summary, individuals who have engaged with this research have been enriched with a

deeper understanding of digital peer feedback systems in EFL education, feedback quality
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determinants, and the practical implications these insights hold for pedagogical strategies.
Moreover, the study has paved the way for future inquiries, thereby empowering individuals to

chart new courses of research within these pivotal domains.

Conclusion

The initial phase of the study began with a pre-assessment writing prompt, a critical tool
used to establish a baseline of the participants' initial writing proficiency. Following this, both
quantitative and qualitative data were collected to gauge the impact of the digital peer feedback
system on their writing skills.

The quantitative results from the pre-assessment were promising. They revealed a notable
improvement in the participants' writing scores, reflecting an average increase of 15% following
the intervention. Furthermore, our correlation analysis unveiled a robust and positive relationship,
denoted by a correlation coefficient (r) of 0.78, between the frequency of peer feedback and the
observed enhancements in writing skills. Equally significant was the surge in participants' self-
confidence, with the average self-confidence score progressing from 3 (indicating neutrality) to an
impressive 4.5 (indicating a confident outlook).

On a qualitative front, the students displayed largely favorable opinions regarding the
digital peer feedback system. They underscored the system's value in augmenting their writing
capabilities, an encouraging testament to its effectiveness. Additionally, an in-depth examination
of the feedback provided by peers revealed its specific, constructive, and relevance-centered
attributes, contributing positively to the participants' writing skills. Remarkably, this feedback led
many students to make specific revisions to their written works, resulting in noticeable
improvements in their writing styles. A noteworthy subset of students took the opportunity to
reflect on ethical considerations linked to the peer feedback process, emphasizing the significance
of academic integrity and credibility in the learning environment.

The process of peer feedback exchange, carefully structured for this study, fostered a
dynamic learning atmosphere where participants interacted, provided constructive criticism, and
actively engaged with their peers. It underscored the system's role in cultivating an online
environment rich in collaborative learning and feedback.

In the post-assessment phase, a parallel process was employed, enabling us to make
direct comparisons between participants' writing skills before and after the intervention. The
quantitative results from the post-assessment were highly encouraging, displaying a substantial
improvement in writing scores, with an average increase of 16.4%. A repeated demonstration of
a robust and positive correlation (r = 0.78) between the frequency of peer feedback and the
enhancement of writing skills further strengthened our findings. Participants' self-confidence in
their writing capabilities continued to flourish, with the average self-confidence score advancing
from 3 (neutrality) to 4.6 (indicating confidence).

Qualitatively, the students retained their positive perceptions of the digital peer feedback

system, and they were quick to acknowledge and appreciate the specific, constructive, and
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relevant feedback bestowed upon them by their peers. Most notably, they translated this
feedback into specific revisions, evidenced by improvements in organization, vocabulary diversity,
and the clarity of their writing. Furthermore, the post-assessment facilitated a space for some
students to once again engage with ethical considerations related to peer feedback, reinforcing
the importance of academic integrity and credibility within the learning process.

In conclusion, this study presents compelling evidence of the digital peer feedback
system's effectiveness in enhancing EFL students' writing skills. The pre-assessment and post-
assessment results consistently indicate significant progress in writing proficiency and self-
confidence. The overwhelmingly positive student perceptions and their reliance on specific,
constructive, and relevant feedback underscore the system's value. The ethical considerations
raised by some participants further affirm the essential role of integrity in the feedback process.
Overall, this study underscores the merit of the digital peer feedback system in elevating writing
skills, fostering confidence, and promoting a culture of meaningful feedback in the realm of EFL

education.

Suggestions

1. Cross-Cultural Considerations: Given that cultural and social factors can influence
feedback provision, it is advisable for educators and researchers to explore the cross-cultural
dimensions of digital peer feedback in diverse EFL contexts. Understanding how cultural norms
and interpersonal dynamics impact feedback quality can inform better instructional strategies.

2. Continuous Feedback Integration: EFL educators should consider integrating digital peer
feedback as a continuous component of writing assicnments, allowing students to regularly
practice and receive feedback. This would promote ongoing skill development and greater

comfort with the feedback process.
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