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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) develop and determine the quality of a curriculum designed
to enhance pre-service teachers’ (PSTs) knowledge about children with special needs (CSNs),
2) determine the effectiveness of the developed curriculum in terms of: 2.1) PSTs” knowledge,
and 2.2) their satisfactions with the curriculum. This mixed-methods study employing the
Research and Development approach was conducted with 45 PSTs. Research tools included:
1) a curriculum quality assessment form, and an implementation manual; 2) a knowledge assessment
form for PSTs, rated at the highest quality level (mean = 4.70, S.D. = 0.38), and a satisfaction
questionnaire, rated at the highest quality level (mean = 4.75, S.D. = 0.31). Data were analyzed
using mean, standard deviation, and content analysis.

The results showed that firstly the developed curriculum consisted of six key components:
1) principles and rationale: PSTs needed to have knowledge of CSNs to effectively support them;
2) objectives: to enhance PSTs’ knowledge about CSNs; 3) curriculum structure: comprised of
5 learning units; 4) learning activities: included 6 hours of theoretical instruction; 5) instructional
materials and learning resources: consisted of presentation software and training handouts,
and 6) assessment and evaluation: knowledge assessment was conducted. The curriculum
quality was rated at the highest level (mean = 4.65, S.D. = 0.40), and the curriculum implementation

manual was also rated at the highest quality (mean = 4.70, S.D. = 0.38) and secondly, the effectiveness
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of the curriculum implementation revealed that 1) PSTs had a high level of knowledge about
CSNs (mean = 4.27, S.D. = 1.25), and 2) they also expressed the highest level of overall satisfaction
with the curriculum (mean = 4.74, S.D. = 0.52). A recommendation was made to increase the
amount of instructional time in the curriculum. Teacher education institutions and schools
with students with disabilities are encouraged to adopt this curriculum and its development
process as a foundation for standard curriculum design. This will support learner development
and foster collaboration between pre-service teachers and mentor teachers in delivering special

education services.

Keywords: Enhancing Knowledge Curriculum, Children with Special Needs (CNSs),
Attention-deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Pre-service Teachers (PSTs)
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